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Note: The purpose of this provision is to eliminate
overlap, conflicts and duplication by providing a single
standard for administrative, procedural and enforcement
requirements of this code.

101.8 Definitions. The definitions of terms used in this
code are contained in Chapter 2 along with specific
provisions addressing the use of definitions. Terms may
be defined in other chapters or provisions of the code and
such definitions are also valid.

Note: The order of precedence outlined in Section 101.6
may be determinative in establishing how to apply the
definitions in the IPMC and in the referenced codes and
standards.

SECTION 102
PURPOSE AND SCOPE

102.1 Purpose. In accordance with Section 36-103 of the
Code of Virginia, the Virginia Board of Housing and
Community Development may adopt and promulgate as
part of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code,
building regulations that facilitate the maintenance,
rehabilitation, development and reuse of existing
buildings at the least possible cost to ensure the
protection of the public health, safety and welfare.
Further, in accordance with Section 36-99 of the Code of
Virginia, the purpose of this code is to protect the health,
safety and welfare of the residents of the Commonwealth
of Virginia, provided that buildings and structures should
be permitted to be maintained at the least possible cost
consistent with recognized standards of health, safety,
energy conservation and water conservation, including
provisions necessary to prevent overcrowding, rodent or
insect infestation, and garbage accumulation; and barrier-
free provisions for the physically handicapped and aged.

102.2 Scope. In accordance with Section 36-98 of the
Code of Virginia, the Virginia Maintenance Code shall
supersede the building codes and regulations of the
counties, municipalities and other political subdivisions
and state agencies.

102.3 Exemptions. This code shall not regulate those
buildings and structures specifically exempt from the
Virginia Construction Code, except that existing
industrialized buildings and manufactured homes shall
not be exempt from this code.

SECTION 103
APPLICATION OF CODE

103.1 General. This code prescribes regulations for the
maintenance of all existing buildings and structures and
associated equipment, including regulations for unsafe
buildings and structures.

103.2 Maintenance requirements. Buildings and
structures shall be maintained and kept in good repair in

accordance with the requirements of this code and when
applicable in accordance with the USBC under which
such building or structure was constructed. No provision
of this code shall require alterations to be made to an
existing building or structure or to equipment unless
conditions are present which meet the definition of an

unsafe structure or a structure unfit for human
occupancy.
103.2.1 Maintenance of non-required fire

protection systems. Non-required fire protection
systems shall be maintained to function as originally
installed. If any such systems are to be reduced in
function or discontinued, approval shall be obtained
from the building official in accordance with Section
103.8.1 of the Virginia Construction Code.

103.3 Continued approval. Notwithstanding any
provision of this code to the contrary, alterations shall
not be required to be made to existing buildings or
structures which are occupied in accordance with a
certificate of occupancy issued under any edition of the
USBC.

SECTION 104
ENFORCEMENT, GENERALLY

104.1 Scope of enforcement. In accordance with Section
36-105 of the Code of Virginia, the local governing body
may also inspect and enforce the provisions of the USBC
for existing buildings and structures, whether occupied
or not. Such inspection and enforcement shall be carried
out by an agency or department designated by the local
governing body.

Note: Generally, official action must be taken by the
local government to enforce the Virginia Maintenance
Code. Consultation with the legal counsel of the
jurisdiction when initiating or changing such action is
advised.

104.1.1 Rental inspections. Rental inspection
programs in localities enforcing this code shall be in
accordance with Section 104.1.1 of the Virginia
Construction Code.

104.1.2 Transfer of ownership. If the local building
department has initiated an enforcement action
against the owner of a building or structure and such
owner subsequently transfers the ownership of the
building or structure to an entity in which the owner
holds an ownership interest greater than 50%, the
pending enforcement action shall continue to be
enforced against the owner.

104.2 Fees. In accordance with Section 36-105 of the
Code of Virginia, fees may be levied by the local
governing body in order to defray the cost of
enforcement and appeals.



